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| spent a number of years studying to be a thetrapis learned a lot of good and useful
things.
I learned how to sayyWhat | hear you saying is....”
And how to say;So... how do you feel about that?”
And, “What does your silence mean?”
And the most useful of all."Hmmmmm”

Seriously, the training | received to become aapist is helpful to me most everyday.
Especially when I'm in a one on one moment. Tlaeeesome things | learned and put in to practice
all the time.

For instance, you can't really understand somemiéyou know their language. Seems
obvious... and maybe seems easy if we both spealsBnglbut it’s not. Everyone has words and
words that mean particular things... Words that carlijetime of meaning, and a meaning that is
unigque to that person.

You know how this is... Everyone just has their voyalking and saying things. If you go
over to Katy Stokes house for tea, | can promise gbe’ll use the wortbear” at least once.

And if you come to choir, Kurt is going to use thierd, “kindly,” he just will.

And if you see Paul Carron he'd s&up dude????”

If you sat down with Ralph Wood for lunch, he'd wsword like“punctilliar” that you'd
have to look up when you got home.
My mom would say;l swanny.”
Doyle would say something abdtite nous.”
Susan Josephs would hit you and $&gt out!”
That'’s just the way it is with all of us and asnget to know a person, you get to know their
vocabulary and what they mean and when that hapmenkave a chance of understanding them.

You also have to know their story... and you havedable to picture their world. What's it
like teach an inner city third grade class evergd&an you picture that?
What was it like to grow up with everyone expegtso much of you?
Or maybe nothing of you?
What's going on when someone goes through a di?rc
Can you picture what this person has known?
In your mind... can you picture abuse?
And what this person you're relating to has eed@r
Because if you're trying to understand someone’svbeen abused and you can’'t imagine
what life was like for them and how that’'s shapeeht, then you won't get what they're saying to
you.
And, by the way, | just don’t want any of us teeeYorget that when we gather and we sing
our hymns and we say our prayers... | don't want@nys to forget that there are stories all arousid u
of folks who have endured all of that and then sonigemember that.

You've got to know the story... what life was andike. Got to know the language... their
words and metaphors... clichés...
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And, you've got to have a sense of just who they. atheir personality type. They just came
out of the womb a certain way and if you really’tget that you can’t get what they're saying.
You're likely to misinterpret.

So... now that I've taught you “Counseling 101" sledl invite John the Apostle into the
office and onto the couch and try to listen to laind understand him. The tech’s are not just helpfu
for pastoral care but also for Biblical interpraiat So, let’s listen to John. He’s telling usrshing.
He’s had a certain experience... he has a certagopality... and language.

There are certain words he likes to use and yaaotilce that right off the bat.

He uses the word hoarlot. Almost every time he comes in to see you.

“| appreciate you seeing me, counselor...there’s atigoing on. It just seems to be my
hour.”

“Well, yes John, this is your hour... 11:00... we bookd it last week.”

“Uh... no... | mean it's like my hour has arrived.”

“Yes, it has. 11:00 comes around everyday.”

“No counselor, | mean it's my time. Like this isa season that has arrived where I'm
supposed to be working with you in therapy... don’t yu understand?”

“Well... not completely, John, but I'll work on it.”

You'd also hear him say gloryAnd you probably would have trouble with thatrdi¢oo.
“Counselor... is this a picture of your wife.”
“Why, yes itis.”
“The photographer really revealed her glory.”
“Uh... um... what?”
“Well, it's like I'm really seeing her... the essene of who she is... what she’s all about.
It's almost like | know her... like she’s present hee in this picture... you know... glorified.”
“Well, John, | don’t know completely what you mean but I'll work on it.”

Then on another day, you'd notice him using theddmelieve. He might sa$you know
counselor, | really believe in you.”

“Well, good John, I'm glad you believe in me whet say I'm a competent therapist. | do
have graduate degrees from two different institutios and I'm licensed and certified... and I'm
glad you believed me when | told you these thingdaut me.

“No, you don’t understand. | believe_inyou. I've shared so many things with you...
really opened up... trusted you with my very self. believe and | believe inyou. Understand?

“Well, John, not yet... not completely ... but I'll work on it.”

One day he’d probably say something lik&ou know, when it gets quiet in our sessions.
It seems like eternity.”

“Yeah,” you'd say,"Silence is hard and it can seem like forever.”

“No counselor... | mean... when it gets quiet... | canense eternity. You know, the
eternal, the vertical dimension... the spiritual kinglom... you know.”

“Um... no, not completely, John ... but I'll work on it.”

And you'd notice him talking about “the world” afilight” and “darkness” and “seeing” and
“sign” “sent” and “Son of Man” ... and after a whibé working on it... you'd start to know what he
meant...because he means a certain thing and you caningsgou know that just because you know
the word.

Getting someone’s language is important... if yogoeng to understand them. And
imagining a story... that's critical too. ... The airostances... what someone has been through and
what life’s been like.
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As you got to know, our client John, he'd tell ystories. And you have to imagine his
journey to understand his stories.

What it was like to meet Jesus... and to be closento He just always wanted to be right
there with him as near as possibl®an... the closer | was, the more eternal it was... yo
know... vertical.”

And, of course, you'd hear about what it was li@eviatch Jesus being raised up on a cross.
And to look into an empty tomb and hope he'd bessed up from that.

And to see him raised up beyond this world.
Those would be great stories to hear... the Hegt.o

A lot of what you'd talk about would be what it sviike to deal with the church and his
family and the world, really that was theme of lifis... in the aftermath of Jesus. Here he was, the
recipient of this amazing story and there were aaymn the Jewish faith... just so mad at him, they
wanted to kill him.

And the Romans... they were suspicious.

And the Greeks... were skeptical.
And his Christian friends... were often afraid.

And he'd learned along the way that not everya@ed to be able to see what he could
see... about Jesus... or hear what he’d heard from ®od.d hear stories, in the counselor office, of
his own frustration with them.

And with those who seem to believe but didn’t et the way he did. And the calling he felt
to proclaim what he knew to be true... and to beambilrden of the truth.

It'd take some time but after a few sessions, gda€gin to pick up on what it was like to be
John and the stories he told of Jesus and howldhéhiem??? You would come to realize that their
was the story of John behind the story of Jesus.

And not just the story of John but also the persadohn... who he... just... was. John
always seemed to be looking past things... beyor thehrough them.

Nothing was just an event... there was somethirggtaoehind it. John, you imagine, when
he was little would look at a crooked stick and, Byt why is it crooked and what does it mean
that it is not straight. But why does the caterpilar become a butterfly... what does it mean?”
That'’s just the way John was...

So... after some weeks of getting to know this ngeler... and having learned his
vocabulary and having heard his stories... you'dnbe better place to understand John when he told
you the story we heard in Chapter Twelve of higpgbsoday.

You'd sit up when he saitthe whole world was going after him.” Because you know that
word cosmoss a big deal to himAnd you’d understand that he really mean$The whole world”
the cosmos... everyone and everything... not jushégers. Not just the Jews. Jesus has come that
the world might be saved... everyone and everything.”

And you would continue to track with that thinkindnen John said to yolCounselor on
that day, some Greeks came asking to see Jesus.”

And you're thinking...Greeks? Well of course, they're there because tsp& John has
proclaimed goes beyond the bounds of Judaisnfpit'he Gentiles too.

And maybe you’ll also remember some stories Jotaidsyou about dealing with Greeks
through the years and so you're thinkinghe Greeks could get so stuck in their heads anldain
philosophies. Sometimes they even laughed atti@rthat God would take on a body...and die for
someone.

So, you're hearing John say something more théey some Greeks showed up.”You
suspect he's talking about more than just a halhadffpeople... it's all the Greeks and you know this
is true as you hear that they went first to Phaliygl Andrew who were from Galilee and had Greek
names. You're just listening beneath the words.ndpei good therapist.



And the strangest thing happens as John telntdrew and Philip take these folk to Jesus...
“Jesus there are some Greeks here to see you.”

And it's so odd the way John tells it but your usedthat and you know the disconnect means
something. John is trying to tell you somethingamant. “Jesus there are some Greeks that want
to see you.” Jesus replies to that."The hour has come for the Son of Man to be Gloritd.”
Man-there it is again...that disconnect. Peopleohm3 story say something and he says something
disconnected. “Hey Jesus there are some Gree&s hisus replies, “And so is my hour.”

“His hour?” There it is again... and before when you’d listeddbn it was always. 'Not
now... not yet... my hour has not yet come.”But now it has... It's time... it's his “hour.” The
moment he was made for. His destiny.

And you notice, he returns to the wortdlly soul is troubled by what should | say, ‘Save
me from this hour?’ No, it was for this very reason came to this hour, ‘Father, glorify your
name!”

And there’s the other big wordGlorify.” And as John tells you the story, you're
remembering that he means by that “make known... rkake/n your name... your essence.” So the
wheels are really spinning as John keeps tellingalmut that particular day...

The hour is here...

this is why Jesus came...
there’s no resistance...
no ‘let this cup pass from me.’

And you notice that.

John has a certain way he wants you to see Jadukeaus is not being pushed along by
political forces. He’'s laying down his life; it'sohbeing taken from him. It's all coming togetinere
in this story. Where a seed must fall to the gcband die to bear fruit. That's it purpose.

Jesus, the seed, containing all the reality offikime, will be manifesting that reality. Inside
a seed is the code to life that is opened andatetivas it falls. Jesus falls and the realitydess
made known. God is glorified... revealed and theleheorld is invited to believe iklim.

And as you listen to the next part of the storyou'ye remembering John’s work and
ministry... and how hard it was for folks to see &mget it. They all came to Jesus with minds $o se

The Greeks with their philosophies.

The Jews with their expectations of the Messiah.
Everyone with darkened hearts...
Stunted souls.

It's no wonder after this story, John quotes fou ysaiah where he talks about who has

believed... or not... And about how their eyes havenli#mded and their hearts hardened ...

You almost can't believe it when John startsnellyou about this amazing moment where
God spoke in an audible voice but no one heard it.

Some folks heard something spiritual... like theadsgvere singing and others just thought it
was thundering. And you know John is saying to.y@ounselor, that's just the way it is... It's
been that way all my lifel've been preaching and prophesying and teaching ahtelling and this
is what it’s like.”

And you understand... you get him. Some of us... belgr thunder... only hear the
temporal... are deaf to what God is saying in Chr&me hear???? Something spiritual... angelic...
but they don’t understand the full significancés just,“Oh, Jesus sure seems... nice...
smart...etc.”
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It was just astounding to John and is to you... Thike Story of all stories... the Story of
everyone’s story. John has looked through Jesdisi@isees the Word has been made flesh... Two
realms intersecting in Jesus... Flesh and Spirit.

Here it all is in Jesus,

come to make God known...
to glorify God.

Everything has pointed to this... so that when J#®s Jesus he sees who God is... And
when he hears Jesus he hears the voice of God.ag\hd watches Jesus lifted up... in death and in
life and into eternity... Jesus is glorifying... magiknown... the Father and the Father is making
known the son... they reveal one another.

It's love so amazing... so Divine... God speaks, outlin Christ. And all some hear is the
thunder or maybe a few angels singing at bestn 3akely would sit quietly and you would too after
client finished a story like that.

And he'd finally tell us maybe with a lump in hlitsroat that shortly after this event Jesus cries
out... John cries as Jesus didThose who believe inme also believe irthe one who sent me.

When they look at me they see the one who sent meThey get it. That's the whole point... that's
why he came.

Then, perhaps, John would look at the clock ingffice... and knowing the hour was
drawing near, would take a deep breath $a&fter this he hid himself from them.” This was his
last public act. Then, he hid himself from thodeowouldn’t get it... who wouldn’t go deep enough
and know the “inside story.” He hid himself aftbat.

... Just him and the disciples...

him and himself.
Just himself and God.

And John says as he stands to led®oking back on it now... it's hard to tell where
anything started and stopped... God... Jesus... us.And it was like John had drifted off, staring
out the window of our office... It was like we werethiere as he softly spoke the words of Jesus...
“Just like you are in me and | am in you... may theybe in us.”

John caught himself.'Sorry.... Yeah” he says, putting on his cloak”“he hid himself
from them”... but it was like he had hid himself in us that the world might know that he was
sent from God. Know what | mean?”

“Well, John,... not completely... but we’'ll work on it.”
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